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A Decade of Success

In the past 10 years, the Muskwa-Kechika Management Area
(M-KMA) has taken its place as one of the most ecologically
diverse and culturally dynamic areas in the world. Few places
in the world exist that are like it. Its role as an innovative land
management model showcases a working relationship with
government which has had a positive impact on the area and
the people who live there.

The M-KMA was formed in 1998 with the goal to successfully
integrate the area’s existing environmental, economic and
social values. Since that time, the M-KMA has seen many
dreams become a reality.

While the 10" anniversary is one of the most signi cant
milestones of the M-KMA, there are others which exemplify
what the The Muskwa-Kechika Advisory Board (M-KAB),
government and First Nations have collaborated together to
achieve. This brochure pays homage to those milestones and
to the caring individuals who have worked hard to secure a
bright future for the M-KMA and its people.

Muskwa-Kechika, pronounced
(muskquah-ke-chee-kah), are the names
of two major rivers that ow through the
area. The names are of First Nations origin
and translated, muskwa means bear and
kechika means long inclining river.
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Protecting the Land for Future Generations

In 1998, the M-KMA was legislated by the provincial
government as a world class management model. The
provincial government saw the need to designate this special
area in Northern BC and to ensure that the land would be
viable for generations to come.

Following that, an advisory board was appointed to provide
advice and recommendations on how the area should be
managed. The M-KAB is made up of dedicated volunteers who
counsel government on a number of issues including land use,
resource planning and management, research, monitoring and
funding expenditures.

The M-KAB role is:

t To ensure that planning, research and inventories remain
a priority of the BC Government's management of the
M-KMA

t To advise government on natural resource management
and help prioritize local strategic plans, including parks,
recreation, wildlife and oil and gas

t To provide community support and raise awareness by
providing promotional items for local community and
sporting events

t To recommend funding expenditures for key projects

t To provide an independent and comprehensive
representation of interest groups
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Celebrating a Cultural History

Rich in cultural history, the M-KMA lies in the traditional
territories of the Kaska Dena, Treaty 8 and Tsay Keh Dene
First Nations. First Nations play a signi cant role in the
activities that take place in the M-KMA and they are provided
opportunities for their input and advice.

Preserving and celebrating First Nation history and culture
has been a priority in the M-KMA since its inception. Whether
it is reaching out to the community through educational
workshops, or organizing an annual Youth Camp for young
people to learn more about their heritage, First Nation history
and traditional beliefs will continue to be celebrated in the
M-KMA for generations to come.
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The M-KMA was originally sized at

4.45 million hectares, however following the
approval of the Mackenzie Land Resource
Management Plan the total size was
increased to 6.4 million hectares — about
twice the size of Vancouver Island - making
it one of the largest legally designated
management areas in the world.
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