
 

 

Winter 2009 

Message from the Chair 

As we begin 2009, we can’t 
help but reflect on the 
previous year’s events and 
accomplishments.  The 
Muskwa-Kechika Advisory 
Board had a busy and 
productive 2008 focusing on 
key initiatives and achieving 
some major milestones. Of 
note is the finalization of the 
first ever “State of the M-
KMA Report”. This and future 

reports will provide valuable insight to how we manage 
the M-KMA moving forward.  
 
The New Year is also about setting new goals.  For 
2009, the Advisory Board aims to increase public 
knowledge and awareness of the M-KMA.  For the past 
three years our focus has been to increase awareness 
of and support for the M-KMA in northern BC.  
However, over time, we would like to extend this 
recognition in order to build the M-KMA’s profile at the 
provincial, national and international levels.  With this 
goal in mind, we conducted a second public survey of 
which the results will be posted on our website.  
 
We remain committed to the community and to the 
people we serve.  As such we are determined to 
achieve our previously-set goals. 
 
For instance, the Advisory Board will continue to build 
a positive working relationship with the provincial 
government and provide timely advice to government 
agencies with regards to the various management 
activities taking place within the M-KMA.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
One goal that will always remain a priority is to ensure 
that the wilderness, wildlife and cultural values of this 
area are maintained in perpetuity while allowing for 
responsible economic development that respects the 
other values on the land base. 
 
With a New Year also come new issues that demand 
our attention.  We recognize that the mountain pine 
beetle and wind power generation are emerging issues 
in the M-KMA.  Since there are no local strategic plans 
in place to deal with these concerns, our Advisory 
Board continues to monitor proposed activities and 
provide advice to the government agencies 
responsible for dealing with these issues. 
 
I hope this newsletter will help raise awareness of the 
M-KMA, its values and the Advisory Board’s priorities 
and activities.  I encourage all of you to visit our 
website and learn more about the M-KMA. 
  
Tom Briggs 
M-KAB Chair 
 
 

 

 

 

P
ho

to
gr

ap
he

rs
: T

ar
a 

F
or

es
t, 

K
im

be
rly

 B
rig

gs
, M

-K
A

B
, e

tc
. 



  

 

 
Learn more about the 
Muskwa-Kechika Management Area 
by visiting our website at  
www.muskwa-kechika.com  

QUICK FACTS 

The goal of the M-KMA is to 

protect the environment 

while allowing for economic 

activity. 
 
The M-KMA has been 

legally established to 

conserve wilderness, 

wildlife and cultural values 

over time: 

 

·  75% of the area is open 

for industrial resource 

extraction and 25% of 

the area has been 

designated as part of the 

provincial parks system.  

 

 

“State of the Muskwa-Kechika 
Management Area” Report 
 
We are pleased to announce that after two 
years of research and hard work, we 
completed the first ever “State of the 
Muskwa-Kechika” report in October 2008.   
 
Producing a report on the state of a vast 
area such as the M-KMA is no small task 
and involved a number of crucial elements: 
establishing the report’s purpose, identifying 
reporting parameters and obtaining the 
required information.  This report has 
established a baseline to monitor the M-KMA 
to ensure that it is being managed to meet 
the vision, goals and objectives set for the 
area in legislation. 
 
This report shows that since the M-KMA was 
legally established over 10 years ago there 
has been a low level of resource activity 
minimizing the impact to the wilderness, 
wildlife and cultural values of the area.  The 
Muskwa-Kechika Advisory Board, along with 
government regulators and industries who 
operate in the M-KMA, would like to ensure 
that this is a continuing trend for years to 
come. 
 
We invite you to read the State of the M-
KMA report posted on our web page.  Feel 
free to share your comments by posting 
them on our website.  
 
 

 M-KMA Public Survey  
  
One of the M-KAB’s main goals is to 
increase knowledge and understanding of 
the M-KMA and its values beyond northern 
BC to the rest of the country and the world.  
In 2006, a public survey, conducted by Ipsos 
Reid established baseline information for the 
M-KAB regarding those living in and around 
the M-KMA and their knowledge and 
understanding of the area.  A provincial 
sample was also taken to determine the 
level of knowledge of the M-KMA outside of 
northern BC. 
 
The M-KAB has completed a number of 
communication activities since 2006 to 
increase knowledge and raise the M-KMA’s 
profile among northern BC communities.  
We have also conducted several activities to 
increase knowledge of the area both 
regionally and provincially.  
 
A second survey was completed in 
November/December of 2008.  Results of 
the 2008 survey are now available on our 
website. 
  
The M-KAB continues to encourage all 
residents of BC and those beyond provincial 
boundaries to learn more about this 
significant and amazing area of British 
Columbia. 
 
We also want to hear what you have to say. 
Let us know what further information we can 
provide that would help you learn more 
about this area.  Please contact our 
Secretariat through our web page. 
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Wind Generation in the M-KMA 
 
As we hear more and more about wind 
power generation, some of you may have 
questions about this energy source and what 
it means for the M-KMA.  
 
Is such an activity acceptable in the M-KMA?  
What is the impact on the area’s wildlife and 
their habitat?  Caribou, a provincially listed 
species, uses the M-KMA as its winter 
habitat.  What about habitat for other 
ungulates?  What impact would wind energy 
have on birds and bats?  What impact would 
access to all-season roads have on the M-
KMA’s wildlife and culture? 
 
The Integrated Land Management Bureau of 
the Ministry of Agriculture and Lands is the 
lead agency regarding wind power 
generation in BC.  Currently there are three 
Investigative Use Permits issued within the 
M-KMA.   
 
These permits allow companies, interested 
in developing wind power, to do research in 
specified permitted areas. No land 
development is allowed, only equipment to 
monitor weather and wind conditions.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Muskwa-Kechika Management Area Act 
directs local strategic plans to be completed 
such as a wildlife plan, oil and gas pre-
tenure plans, landscape unit objectives, park 
management plans, recreation management 
plans and range use plans.  There is no 
such requirement for wind power generation 
 
The M-KAB is asking the provincial 
government to answer our questions about 
wind power generation prior to the 
advancement of any further permitting for 
wind power in the M-KMA.  We do not want 
to see the wildlife, wilderness and cultural 
values compromised in this unique 
management area. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stay up  to date with 
past M-K Projects 
 
Stay up to date with the 
latest news on the 
Stone’s sheep research 
project in the Sulphur 8 
Mile Resource 
Management zone of the 
M-KMA. Find out about 
the latest research and 
findings at 
www.synergyecology.ca/
S8Msheep/ 
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CHECK IT OUT!  
 
Our website is full of interesting information that is 
just a click away at: 
www.muskwa-kechika.com 
 
·  Check out the Mining Worker Orientation 

Guide Book to the M-KMA.  This book 
provides helpful information to mining 
workers and gives helpful tips on what you 
should know prior to working in the area. 

 
·  Oil and Gas Worker Orientation guidebook – 

an informative guidebook for the oil and gas 
sector. 

 
·  The M-KMA was in National Geographic 

Magazine! Check out the article in the 
November issue of National Geographic 
entitled “Muskwa-Kechika”. The link to the 
article is on our website.  

 

 
 
 
 
University of Northern British Columbia 
and the M-KAB Partnership Agreement 
 
Since 1999, the University of Northern 
British Columbia and the M-KAB have had a 
partnership agreement to build a strong 
research focus for the M-KMA.   
 
The Ian McTaggert Cowen Professorship 
was established by UNBC and Dr. Kathy 
Parker who has held the position of M-K 
professor since the endowment was 
established. 
 
The partnership won a Premier’s bronze 
award for innovation and excellence in 2007. 
 
Over the past year, both the M-KAB and 
UNBC have gone through fundamental 
changes. As such, this partnership 
agreement was in a transitional period.  
 
However, through the efforts of Dr. Kathy 
Parker and the Executive of the M-K 
Advisory Board, a new four-year agreement 
was signed in August 2008.   
 
The M-KAB looks forward to continuing to 
build on its positive partnership with UNBC 
and focusing on long- term research 
objectives in order to ensure that First 
Nations values and interests are included in 
this partnership agreement as well as future 
research projects.  
 
For more information regarding this unique 
partnership please visit our website. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


